Coniunctio

Coniunctio (1994) was commissioned jointly by the Composers' Fund of the Icelandic National
Broadcasting Service and the Society of Icelandic Composers to mark its 50th anniversary (1995). The
piece was revised in the summer of 1999.

The alchemists sometimes used the word "“coniunctio"” when opposite elements merged or when they
tried to create one metal by melting two different metals together. In alchemists' treatises one can
also read about triunity (“coniunctio triptiva"), and when the four elements were united it was called
“coniunctio tetraptiva”. Even though | don't know much about the alchemists | took the liberty of
borrowing this word "coniunctio" and use it as a title for my work. In a musical composition there are
usually two things going on at the same time and sometimes much more than that, but the important
thing is to try to melt everything together in order to create an undivided whole.

Coniunctio

Coniunctio var samid arid 1994 ad beidni paverandi stjérnar Tonskaldafélags islands og med tilstyrk
Tonskaldasjods Rikisttvarpsins i tilefni af 50 dra afmaeli Ténskaldafélagsins (1995). Eg endurskodadi
verkid nokkud sumarid 1999.

Gullgerdarmenn midalda t6ludu um "coniunctio" pegar andstaedur runnu saman eda pegar reynt var
ad braeda saman einn malm Ur tveimur. [ ritum peirra er einnig getid um prieiningu, "coniunctio
triptiva", og pegar frumefnin fjogur sameinudust var pad nefnt "coniunctio tetraptiva". bétt ég viti ekki
mikid um gullgerdarmenn og peirra vidfangsefni leyfdi ég mér ad taka ad lani petta ord, "coniunctio"
og nota sem heiti & verki minu. [ ténverki er yfirleitt a. m. k. tvennt i gangi i einu og stundum miklu
fleira, en pad sem mali skiptir er ad reyna ad braeda efnividinn saman i eina heild.



