The Drift of Melancholy

was composed in 2006 at the request of Joel Sachs for The New Juilliard Ensemble with financial
assistance from The Margret Bjorgolfsdottir Memorial Fund in Iceland. It was revised slightly in 2008
and 2014. When | started to think about what to compose an old dream came to mind. | had for many
years wanted to set poetry by Mary Jo Salter to music but an opportunity had never presented itself.
Now | decided that since | would be writing for a group of young people in America this would be an
ideal opportunity to let my dream come true. Mary Jo and her family lived in Iceland for a while in the
late eighties and | soon got to know her poetry and have loved it ever since. The elegant structures,
the poetic insights, the sound of the words as they connect with each other, the sentiments
expressed: it all makes Mary Jo's poetry ideal for music. The three poems | chose for my piece have
very different subject matters and very different characters but to me they are connected in a similar
manner as spring connects to summer and summer to autumn. The Drift of Melancholy is dedicated to
Joel Sachs and The New Juilliard Ensemble. - S.S.B.

First performance: The New Juilliard Ensemble (conductor: Joel Sachs, soprano: Charlotte Dobbs) Alice
Tully Hall, New York, April 20, 2007.

The Drift of Melancholy

var samid arid 2006 fyrir The New Juilliard Ensemble i New York ad beidni Joels Sachs stjérnanda
hopsins. Verkid var endurskodad litillega arié 2008 og 2014. begar ég byrjadi ad hugsa um hvernig best
veeri ad bregdast vid beidni Sachs um tonverk komu 1jod bandarisku skaldkonunnar Mary Jo Salter
fljdétlega upp i hugann. Hun bjé hér a landi um nokkurt skeid seint 4 niunda aratug sidustu aldar dsamt
fiolskyldu sinni og pa kynntist ég 1[jddum hennar. Hljdmurinn i peim er mjog adladandi og pau eru
myndrik svo pad liggur beint vid ad setja tdna vid pau og pad dreymdi mig um ad gera. begar taekifeeri
gafst til ad semja fyrir unga flytjendur i New York var kjorid ad lata drauminn raetast. Ljédin sem ég
valdi eru dlik ad gerd og innihaldi en i minum huga tengjast pau hvert 6dru a svipadan hatt og vorid
tengist sumrinu og sumarid haustinu.

The Drift of Melancholy er tileinkad Joel Sachs og The New Juilliard Ensemble. - S.S.B.

Frumflutningur: The New Juilliard Ensemble (stjérnandi: Joel Sachs, sépran: Charlotte Dobbs) Alice
Tully Hall, New York, 20. april, 2007.
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